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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So the joint resolution was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, February 6 and Tuesday, February 7,
2017, | was unable to return to Washington,
DC for recorded votes due to inclement
weather at home in the Puget Sound region.
Had | been present, | would have voted:

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 79 (on the motion
to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 689).

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 80 (on the motion
to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 337).

“No” on rollcall vote No. 81 (on ordering the
previous question on H.Res. 91).

“No” on rollcall vote No. 82 (on agreeing to
the resolution H.Res. 91).

“No” on rollcall vote No. 83 (on passage of
H.J.Res. 44).

“No” on rollcall vote No. 84 (on passage of
H.J.Res. 57).

“No” on rollcall vote No. 85 (on passage of
H.J.Res. 58).

———

ADJOURNMENT FROM TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 7, 2017 TO THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 9, 2017; AND AD-
JOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 9, 2017, TO MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 13, 2017

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 2:30
p.m. on Thursday, February 9, 2017, and
further when the House adjourns on
that day, it adjourn to meet on Mon-
day, February 13, 2017, when it shall
convene at noon for morning-hour de-
bate and 2 p.m. for legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 428, RED RIVER GRADIENT
BOUNDARY SURVEY ACT, AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 42, DISAPPROVING
RULE SUBMITTED BY DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR RELATING TO
DRUG TESTING OF UNEMPLOY-
MENT COMPENSATION APPLI-
CANTS

Mr. COLE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-10) on the resolution (H.
Res. 99) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 428) to survey the gra-
dient boundary along the Red River in
the States of Oklahoma and Texas, and
for other purposes, and providing for
consideration of the joint resolution
(H.J. Res. 42) disapproving the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Labor re-
lating to drug testing of unemploy-
ment compensation applicants, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

————

RANKING A CERTAIN MEMBER OF
A CERTAIN STANDING COM-
MITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 98

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be and is hereby ranked as follows on the
following standing committee of the House
of Representatives:

(1) COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET.—Mr. Hig-
gins of New York (to rank immediately after
Mr. Jeffries).

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COMER) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Honor-
able NANCY PELOSI, Democratic Leader:

FEBRUARY 7, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House, U.S. Capitol,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Pursuant to section
4(b) of House Resolution 5, 115th Congress, I
am pleased to reappoint The Honorable
James P. McGovern of Massachusetts as Co-
Chair of the Tom Lantos Human Rights
Commission.

Thank you for your attention to this ap-
pointment.

Best regards,
NANCY PELOSI,
Democratic Leader.

———

CONGRATULATING THE NEW
ENGLAND PATRIOTS

(Mr. POLIQUIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, 2 years
ago, right here, I congratulated our
New England Patriots on winning their
fourth Super Bowl championship.
Today I am proud to share the excite-
ment of my fellow Mainers to con-
gratulate our Patriots on capturing
their fifth world championship.

Mr. Speaker, on Sunday night, more
than 100 million football fans from
around the world witnessed the great-
est comeback in Super Bowl history.
Against an outstanding Atlanta Fal-
cons team, our mighty Patriots battled
back from 25 points down with only 17
minutes left to play.

Now, our Patriots, Mr. Speaker,
showed the world what can be achieved
if you work together and you never
give up. We in Congress, all of us, can
learn from that example.

Coach Belichick, you have earned
your place in history as the greatest
coach in NFL history. And co-captain
Brady, you, sir, have earned your place
as the greatest quarterback of all time.

Mr. Speaker, Maine is so proud of all
of our New England Patriots, and I
humbly congratulate them. I will see
everybody on this team at the White
House this spring.

———

NATIONAL SCHOOL COUNSELING
WEEK

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, in rec-
ognition of National School Counseling
Week and in honor of the many dedi-
cated school counselors in Rhode Is-
land and across the Nation, every day,
school counselors are out on the front
lines helping our students navigate
their educational and career pathways.
They provided advice and support dur-
ing the most formative years of stu-
dents’ lives, helping them develop the
skills to succeed in school, in the work-
force, and in life.

Unfortunately, in too many schools
across the country, students do not
have access to school counselors and
counselors do not have the resources
they need to do their jobs.

Mr. Speaker, it is Congress’ responsi-
bility to provide schools and counselors
with the funding that they need to
properly educate and guide our Na-
tion’s youth.

In recognition of National School
Counseling Week, I ask my colleagues
to join me in renewing our promise to
fulfill that responsibility. Our stu-
dents, Mr. Speaker, are depending on
us.

————

SERVING THE NEEDS OF
VETERANS WITH SNAP
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak on
behalf of the veterans that have made
incredible sacrifices for our country.
Our Nation must ensure that they have
access to resources that they need to
be successful in civilian life. This cer-
tainly includes access to nutritious
food.

Out of the 22 million veterans in the
United States, about 1.7 million are in
households that currently participate
in the Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program, or SNAP. Approxi-
mately 46 percent of our veterans are
senior citizens, including those who
served in World War II, Korea, or Viet-
nam.

Veterans of all ages may also have
widely varying levels of disabilities or
limitations. Veteran advocacy groups
are focused on obtaining a veteran’s
earned benefits. Often veterans are not
connected to SNAP right away and
they should be.

As the Agriculture Committee pre-
pares to reauthorize SNAP, we must
remain vigilant in our dedication to
serve those who have given so much in
defense of our Nation. SNAP cannot
solve all of the challenges a veteran
faces, but it can be a vital component
of serving eligible veterans once they
return home.

———————

REDUCTION IN STUDENT LOANS
FOR STEM MAJORS

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, here in
America, we are changing the world
with our ingenuity and technological
advances.

It is our creative and innovative spir-
it that allows us to continue to be a
leader in the world economy and raise
the quality of life of the human race.
We know that jobs of the present and
the future will require many new stu-
dents and retrained workers to pursue
STEM degrees—those in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math.

While many politicians have talked a
good game about encouraging students
to pursue these degrees, it is time to
put our money where our mouth is.
Today I introduced the ASPIRE Act,
H.R. 926, the American Science Prin-
cipal and Interest Reduction and Em-
ployment Act. This act would grant a
25 percent reduction in student loans
for any student who graduates with a
STEM major.

According to the Federal Bureau of
Labor Statistics, one million new
STEM jobs are projected to come on-
line between 2012 to 2022, for a total of
9 million, 13 percent growth over the
decade. This means we must act now to
meet these needs, and I encourage all
of you to cosponsor this important leg-
islation.

It is time to create real incentives to
encourage our students to aspire to
new heights and create the jobs of to-
morrow today.
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EDUCATION REFORM

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, back in
2015, Congress passed one of the most
significant education reform legisla-
tion in decades. Even more impressive
than repealing No Child Left Behind,
scaling back the role of the Secretary
of Hducation and restoring authority
back to the States and local school dis-
tricts was the fact that this legislation
was bipartisan, bicameral, and signed
into law by President Obama.

But even so, this couldn’t exempt our
States and schools from the watchful
eyes of Washington. President Obama’s
Department of Education
unsurprisingly went over the line by
expanding his authority, a role that
Congress clearly did not allow for in
the law.

That is why today I am delighted to
see the House pass H.J. Res. 57 because
we have to make the Department of
Education follow the law as it was in-
tended by Congress. The Every Student
Succeeds Act was written to stop Fed-
eral micromanagement of our schools,
and Congress is ensuring that that hap-
pens. For the last time, Washington
bureaucrats do not belong in the class-
room.

———

TRUMP SIDES WITH RUSSIA IN
COMMENTS ON UKRAINE

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today regarding President Trump’s
strange admiration for Russia’s Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. Our President
seems to side with Russia over Ukraine
and is defaulting to tyranny over lib-
erty.

Despite ample evidence from our de-
fense community and European allies,
President Trump still casts doubt on
whether Moscow is backing Russian
forces who have killed over 10,000 inno-
cent Ukrainians and who recently
killed at least eight more Ukrainian
soldiers and 40 civilians and turned off
water and electricity in the invaded re-
gion.

When Bill O’Reilly asked our Presi-
dent if he respected Putin, a known
killer, the President replied: ‘‘There
are a lot of killers. You think our
country’s so innocent?”’

The President equates Mr. Putin’s
actions with those of our country. It is
not the first time this has happened.

Every time President Trump says
something Putin likes, it is broadcast
on Kremlin-owned propaganda ma-
chines like RT. This is a dangerous
threat to liberty.

President Trump openly admires and
appeases Putin, whose tenure is known
for human rights abuses, brutal sup-
pression of political dissent, and mys-
terious deaths of journalists and polit-
ical opponents, like Vladimir Kara-
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